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Meeting Called By: Kim McCracken, NH NRCS Type of meeting: State Technical Committee
Facilitator: Kim McCracken, NH NRCS Note taker: Shari Cohen, NRCS
Attendees:

Kim McCracken, Shari Cohen, Don Keirstead, Matt Brown, Aseeb Niazi, Emily Cashman, Karl Honkonen, Cara Cargill, Kira
Jacobs, Wendy Weisiger, Tim Fleury, Matt Flanders, John Hodsdon, George Hamilton, Mark Koprowski, Bruce Cilley, Dan
Canniff, Marilyn Milne, Roger Simmons, Jennifer Gornnert, Steve Walker, Lionel Chute, Linda Grames, Pam Gilbert, Vicky
Stafford, John Hodsdon, Andrew Madison

Meeting Minutes

Agendaltem: Welcome, Introductions, and Partner Updates

Kim McCracken, State Soil Scientist, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Members Updates

Kim McCracken, NRCS: began the meeting at 9:36 AM
Apologies for Rick missingdueto illness; hewill be participatingin thennext session.
States purpose: sharingupdates and discuss partnerships and priorities

George Hamilton, UNH CE, Food & Agriculture: We have a program through sustainableresearch and education, a 6 person
team trainingon cover crops,alongw NRCS and CDs; the goal is for this trainingto come backto NH w an educational plan.

Jennifer Gornnert, NH DAMF:

e Agriculture Nutrient Management (ANM) grant applicationsaredue March 1st; $2500 maximum per applicant

e Natural Resource and Biodiversity requirement of the USDA NOP; Final Guidancedocument, NOP 5020, has been
published andis effective as of 1/15/16. Certified organic producers may be reachingout to NRCS for technical
assistanceinimplementing practices to meet this requirement

e OrganicTradeAssociationisworkingon the concept of “certifying producers intransition”. Current supply of
certified organic commodities, especially organic feed, cannot meet the demand. Looking for ways to encourage
producers to transition, this is oneinitiative. Again, NRCS may be called uponto assistwith producers in transition.

e  Fertilizer Bill HB 1514 relativeto limiting nitrogen and phosphorus in waterways by limitingNand P content in
fertilizer products sold atretail. Working group formed to address problems with how the bill is written. Should this
apply only to homeowners (intent of the bill) or to anyone applyingcommercial fertilizer to lawns?

Vicky Strafford, RCCD & Strafford CCD: We provided the local communityinput to NRCS, we areworking on WRP projects
(now WRE), as well as a RCPP projectfor outreach to farmers to get them signed up - training on Nutrient Management

Plansisintheworks.

Aseeb Niazi, Congresswoman Kuster’s office: | am new here and listeningto take your information backto the
Congresswoman.

Lionel Chute, Sullivan CCD: We are exploring bio nutrient farmingand will providea workshop - Sullivan county farmin
Unity is managinga grant for future uses of the county farm w an agvalue-added emphasis.

Cara Cargill, NH Ag Mediation Program: Mediator for NH mediation program funded by USDA for mediation services



Pam Gilbert, GCCD: We are working on a plantsaleand riparian buffer workshop w NRCS and The CT River partnership.

Emily Cashman, Senator Shaheen's Office: Omnibus fundingfor Land & Water Conservation Fund through 2018 and NRCS
conservation operations —Awaiting final rulefor NLEB and would liketo check in w folks here for your feedback.

Wendy Weisiger, SPNHF: Our land grantdept. has applied for easements at Emery Farm and Powder Major Farm. We just
completed the last WHIP for prescribed burning, we'd liketo request that funding for prescribed burning be re-opened.

John Hodsdon, BCCD: We've maintained |level fundingand can continue w various projects.

Karl Honkonen, USFS: FS based in Durham — working on grants for on-going landscapescale projects in private forestry
consistentw state forest action plan -we also havea program lead by CE, Drinking Water Quality Improvement Partnership
w NRCS, and an erosion/weather based focus. We are workingw US F & W servicein MA and NH for riparian forest buffers
with the Merrimack Watershed Council. We are also participatingin theLIS RCPP.

Linda Grames, FSA: Introduces Bruce Cilley, new SED, FSA

Bruce Cilley, SED, FSA: Itis my pleasureto be here. | juststarted a few weeks ago and I am lookingforwardto workingw all
of you.

Matt Flanders, Senator Ayotte’s Office: The Senator attended the Farmand Forest Expo.
Dan Caniff, Congressman Guinta’s Office: | am here to listen.

Steve Walker, Office of Energy and Planning, Conservation Land Stewardship: We monitor easements and projects and let
people know about what you all offer.

Andrew Madison, Granite State Water Assoc.

Dorn Cox, GreenStart and NHACD: GreenStart is currently involved in directing the launch of a Soil Renaissance Initiative
http://soilrenaissance.org/about-soil-renaissance/

Kira Jacobs, Drinking Water Branch at EPA in Boston: Serving on the Technical Steering Committee of the Long Island
Sound/CT River RCPP. | am alsoservingonthe Land Conservation and Forestry subcommittee - is the project contact for
sourcewater protection (protecting drinking water supplies), whichis one of the key goals of the project. The LIS RCPP’s
land conservation subcommittee will be usingthe Healthy Forest Reserve Program for easements in priority areas in the
watershed. | am coordinatingwith the state drinking water programs in NH and the other states sothat the “source
protection areas” locatedinthe CT River watershed can be made availabletolandowners via GIS.

Kim McCracken made the following NRCS announcements: new roles for NRCS — Don Keirstead is now the State Resource
Conservationist(ourlead scientist) and Shari Cohenis Business Services Specialist.

Agenda Item: USDA Two-Chiefs Drinking Water Quality Improvement Partnership Presenter: Roger Simmons, USFS
*Roger’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Roger Simmons, USFS, WMNF: 4 - 5 million dollars will eventually go into this project - we arebringing many partners
together to address this drinking water/landscapeissue.FS has flatappropriations. We will offer timber for saleand are
hopingto ramp that up - a lotof work is goinginto trail partnershipswvolunteer groups and partners - we have 1200 miles
of foot trails, and lots of snowmobile trails, but we need to make improvements on these. We are makingimprovements in
the riparian zonein Thornton.

Mark Koprowski, RD: Beverly Masonis now Area Office Director for Greg MacPherson - she will attend these meetings
going forward.The Health Care Sector is heatingup and our fundingisincreasing.Value Added Producer Programand Rural
Energy for America Programhave had a banner year. (Brochures for Value Added and REAP programs were availablefor
handout)


http://soilrenaissance.org/about-soil-renaissance/

Linda Grames, FSA: We work only w farmers and we make farm storage facility loans - the categories for which we can now
make these loans has opened up.

Agenda Item: The Conservation Reserve Program, Overview, Updates & Recommendations Presenter: Marilyn Milne,
FSA

*Marilyn’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Marilyn Milne, FSA: | am required to reach out to the State Technical Committee for recommendations:
e Ineed feedback for the primary nestingseasons:no comment will resultin the same nesting season period.
e Lionel asks the question; is 6/1sttoo latea date?
e Roger Simmons comments; you should be talkingw NH F & G.
e Wendy Weisiger comments; your dates do not match what F & G recommends.
e Marilynwillgoto F& G
e Feedback requested re: Maintenance Rates for Continuous sign up practices - per acremaintenance rates - table
was presented - Are you willingtorecommend that the flatrate be lower: The response is NO
(Fact sheets were made available as handouts)

Kim McCracken reads a statement forwarded from Tom Thomson:

‘I wouldliketo askthatall Tree Farmers and privateforest and Ag landowners who have contracts with NRCS be contacted
sooner than later about how the Long Eared Bat will impactany projectthey will beworking onin2016. This would be
helpful to all sothey can planinadvance.Thanks foryour help on this matter. Look forward to hearing how the NRCS Tech.
meeting went. Tom Thomson

Don Keirstead will stay here longer if anyone would like to discuss NLEB
Break / Resume at 10:55 AM

Agenda Item: New Hampshire Association of Conservation Districts Updates Presenter: Lionel Chute, SCCD
*Lionel’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Agenda Item: New NRCS Soil Health Division —Vision & Priorities Presenter: Brandon Smith, NRCS
*Brandon’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Kira: Can winter cover crops provide economic value? Brandon: yes, shorter season cornallows for plantingtriticaleand
that can be harvested as feed.

Kira: regarding craft beers and spirits, doyou envision usingthose crops for alcohol productionin NH? Dorn Cox: yes, we've
been doing alot w winter rye and other crops.

Agenda Item: Introduction to New NRCS State Conservation Engineer Presenter: Matt Brown, NRCS
*Matt’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Agenda Item: Farm Bill & NRCS Updates Presenter: Kim McCracken , NRCS
*Kim’s PRESENTATION - posted to webpage

Next State Technical Committee Meeting TBA

Hearing no further questions - adjourn 11:40






